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+ - PREFACE. 


| T. N was favoured with a copy of the 3 
firſt of the following Letters by a friend. The 
peruſal of it excited a deſire to receive a more par- 
ticular information, upon a ſubjc& which cannot 
but be intereſting to all who- love the Lord Jefus 
_ Chriſt in ſincerity. He accordingly took the hber- 
ty to addreſs a letter to Mr. Charles; and was fa- 
| voured with the Second, Letter in return. © 
4 Perſuaded in his. own mind, that the publication 
of them would not only tend. to- the conſolation of 
the diſciples of Jeſus i in their preſent pilgrimage, | 
but 4 alſo, in the divine mercy, eventually 
produce an awakenimy among others, who are now 
rolling upon the beds of carnal ſecurity, he has ven- 
tured to lay them before the publio; not, however, 
without taking the advice of ſome Chriſtian friends, 
who fully coincided with him reſpeQing the pro- 
priety of publiſhing them. b 
He cannot doubt that all thoſe who have known 
and taſted that the Lord is gracious, will receive 
with pleaſure the information, that the goſpel 
is ſent in power, in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much 
aſſurance, to any individual. | But how much will 
their joy be increaſed, in learning that almoſt every 
inhabitant of a conſiderable dilte: i have appeared, 
at leaſt, to be alarmed; and that in a very conſi- 
derable number, the moſt evident ſigns of conver- 
ſion appear? 
It will give additional pleaſure to the ſerious 
Reader, that he will find nothing in the following 
Letters but what is ſtrictly ſcriptural. The work 
; . does 
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does not appear to be founded on enthuſiaſm ; 
but to be the genuine effect of a plain ſimple de- 
_ claration of the terrors of the divine law, and the 
infinite bleſſings” conveyed by the covenant eſta- 
bliſhed in the blood of the Mediator, brought 


home to the conſciences of finners by the al- 


— hty power of the Divine Spirit. 


e publication of theſe Letters appears to be 
pes proper in this place, at the preſent time, 
when we reflect upon the Laodicean fpirit which 
too much pervades almoſt every claſs of religious 
profeſſors. This is indeed a common complaint 
among ſerious perſons: but, perhaps, inſtead of 
lamenting the coldneſs and indifferency of our 
fellow Chriſtians, the proper exerciſe of each indi- 
_ vidual ought to be, to ſearch his own heart for the 
cauſe of that lakewarmacis which is in himſelf; 
and to avail himſelf of every mean of divine grace, 


with which we are fo highly favoured, that his . 


* to God and man may be increaſed. 7 
+ The Editor does not expect that the faſhionable 
| * will be pleaſed in the peruſal of the follow- 
ing Letters. To ſuch he would only fay, that if 
they will compare the contents with the holy 
_  oracles of God, they will find, that fuch as the 

Letters deſcribe, muſt be the effect of the Jens. 
goſpel to all to whom it /avingly comes. 

If there are any who kh the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſhould find themſelves diſpoſed to 
cenſure any ſmaller matters contained in the fol- 
lowing account, he is perſuaded, that they, at leaſt, 
will receive ſome ſatisfaction from the knowledge, 
tnat a conſiderable number of perſons, who were 

living in the moſt grofs careleſſneſs, totally uncon- 

cerned about a future ſtate, and apparently with- 
out God in the world, have been awakened to a 
ſerious conſideration of their own awful ſtate, and 


appear 


ö ; | L 5 ] 

| appear to have received the important truths of 

# the goſpel. 7 + FRE! RB 

I - The Editor is aware, that there are ſerious per- 

ſons who look with a jealous eye upon 2 extra- 

ordinary appearance of this kind. To ſuch he 

would recommend, a candid conſideration of the 

_— following extract of a Letter, which he lately re. 
| ceived from the Rev. Mr. John Newton, Rector 

| of St Mary, Woolnoth, London. 


« The revival at Bala demands thankfulneſs. 
© The Lord, according to his ſovereign pleaſure, - 
4 now and then, vouchſafes, ſuch ſeaſons of re- 
4 freſhment as draw the attention of many. But 
c hitherto: they have uſually been local and tem- 

e porary.. I remember one in the weſt of Scot. 


% Edwards” miniſtty, at Northampton. There 
$ 4 is generally much good done in ſuch ſeaſons of 
$ © power—but we: muſt-not expect that every ap- 


4 pearance will anſwer our wiſhes. * There are 
« many more bloſſoms upon a tree in ſpring than 
1 „there will be apples in autumn. Let we are 
= 4 glad to ſee bloſſems ; becauſe we know, that if 
4 % there are no bloſſoms there can be no fruit. 
When ſuch ſudden and general awakenings take 
| «place among people, who were ignorant and 
1 t unacquainted with ſcripture, they are more or 
| „ Jeſs attended with blemiſhes, and miſguided - 
% zeal. The enemy is watchful to ſow tares 
3 « among the wheat, Thus it has always been. 
1 «Tt was ſo in the apoſtle's day. Offences ariſe; 
N „ and they who with to find ſomething at which 
| «& they may ſtumble and cavil, by the righteous 
„judgment of God, have what they wiſh for. 
„ . 


* 
te But they who love the Lord, and have a regard 
« for precious ſouls, will rejoice in the good that 
« jg really done, and” can account for the occa- 
« fional mixtures from the preſent ſtate of hu- 
« man nature. 

« That the good work at Bala may- flouriſh, 
d and extend to London and Edinburgh (if the 
% Lord pleaſe), is my kncere prayer, as I doubt. 
3 not it is yours. 


. «I am your affectionate 
I Coleman-ſtreet Buildings, 


„% ” 0 NEWTON.” 


The Reader "will perceive that Mr. Newton | 
does not appear as the vindicator of the work at 
Bala, with many of che circumſtances relative to 
which he is probably unacquainted; but that his 


_ ., obſervations apply to every extraordinary event of 5 


thit nature. Editor ſolicited, and obtained 


the permiſſion of his reverend Correſpondent to 
publiſh it, as being ſully expreſſive of his own 


fentiments. , 


by  paiabingd, joy 1792. 
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LETTER I. 
Bala „ in Wales, Sept. 1791. 


5 Cy of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. CranLEs t 
FE thy Ke. Mr. Is, . 


Dp Sr, 


; inquied about the Rate of the Aach 5 a 
poor Wales. I have nothing but what is ſingular- 


ly favourable to relate. We have lately had a very 
comfortable aſſociation at Pwellhely. Some thou- 
ſands attended more than ever was ſeen there be- 
fore. Here, in our town of Bala, for this month 
paſt, we have had a very great, powerful, and glo- 
rious out-pouring of the Spirit of dur God on the 

people in general, eſpecially children and young 
people. "The ſtate and welfare of the ſoul is be- 
come the general concern of the country. Scores 
of the wildeſt and moſt inconſiderate of our young 


people, of both ſexes, have been awakened. Their 


convictions are ſo very clear, powerful, and deep, 
in ſome inſtances, that they were for a time 
brought to the brink of deſpair, and confined to 
their beds, without any other complaint. Their 
conſolations alſo have been equally ſtrong. If the 
Lord God is graciouſiy pleaſed to continue his 


W A ſmall town in Merioneth-ſhire, North Wales 
1 Work 


a 


2 1 

work for a few months to come, as it has prevail... 
ed for theſe weeks paſt, Satan's kingdom will be 
entirely in ruins in this neighbourhood, Ride on, 
ride on, O thou King of ſaints! is the fervent cry 
of my ſoul day and night; and, in this, I doubt 
not but you will join me.— I verily believe the 


| 326 King of Zion is about giving the kingdom of dark- 
+ * neſs a dreadful ſhake; for he takes off the very 


pillars of it. Thoſe who were foremoſt in wick- - 
edneſs and rebellion, are now ſome of the foremoſt 
in crying for mercy, and ſeeking ſalvation in the 
blood of the Lamb. Our God has laid hold on 
many of the ringleaders in Satan's ſervice; and 
they are now crying aloud, Lord, forgive. It is a 
pleaſant and a very eaſy matter to preach the goſpel 


| of the kingdom here at this time; for the word 
| comes in power, and in the Holy Ghoſt; and is 


fund mighty, through God, to the oulling down 
of ſtrong-holds. Divine truths have their own in- 
finite weight and importance in the minds of the 
people. Beams of divine light, together with ir- 
reſiſtible energy, accompany every truth delivered. 


It is admirable to ſee how the ſtouteſt hearts are 


bended, and the hardeſt melted down with fire 
from heaven. I would not have been without ſee- 
ing what I have lately ſeen, no, not for the world. 
I clearly fee that the Lord can make a millennium 
of it in a ſhort time. Theſe are ſhowers that pre- 
cede the great ſtorm, which will entirely overturn 
the kingdom of darkneſs. Theſe are the bleſſed 
tidings I have to relate to you, dear brother, re- 
ſpecting poor Wales: and the bleſſiug of God at- 
tends the charity-ſchools here in a ſingular man- 
ner.—Children, who aforetime were like jewels 
buried in rubbiſh, without knowing their work, 
now appear with divine luſtre, and tranſcendent 


beauty. Little 3 from lax to twelve years of 
age, 


ee 


age, are deeply affected, aſtoniſhed, and ov er- 
ed with divine truths. Their minds, day and night, 
are filled with nothing elſe. They talk of them 


when awake in their beds, and dream of them in 


their ſleep. All, I ſay, are matters of fact; and I 


have not exaggerated them in the leaſt degree, and 


| have related but a ſmall part * the wane. 


LETTER II. 


Letter from: a Rev. Mr. Cranes to the Editor, 


Day Sir, | 


8 this from RO Fe VER my 


Divine Maſter's buſineſs, is the only reaſon of m 
not anſwering your kind Letter ſooner. This wi 


form to you a ſufficient apology. By this time, per- 
haps, you have ſeen, in Prieftley's Magazine, an- 
\ Other Letter reſpecting the late work here.—That 


it is a work of God, I am not left to doubt in the 
leaſt degree. It carries along with it every ſerip- 


tural ſatisfactory evidence that we can pofhbly de- 


| fire : ſuch as, deep conviction of fin, of righteouſ- 


neſs, and of judgment; great reformation of man- 
ners; great love far, and delight in the word of 

God, in prayer, in ſpiritual converſation, and di- 
vine ordinances. Theſe, ig particular, among young 


people, occupy the place, and employ ' the time, 


that was ſpent in vain diverſions and amuſements. 


No harps, but the golden harps that St. John ſpeaks 
of, have been played upon, in this neighbourhood, . 


1 


Mr. Timothy Prieſtle r.. F-- 


5 | = x for- 


1 


te 
for ſeveral months paſt. The craft is not-only f in 
danger, but entirely deſtroyed and aboliſtied. The 
little None hath broke to pieces and conſumed all theſe 
enſnaring hindrances.—But I am far from ex- 
pecting, that all thoſe who have experienced divine 
inffuences are ſavingly wrought upon, and ſoundiy 
converted. If that were the caſe, all the country 
would be converted; for, at one time, there were 
very few in it but what felt an awful e 
from the hand of God, upon their minds, pro 
_ ducing foreboding Tears reſpeCting their, ſuture - 
exiſtence in another world. It was a moſt ſolemns 
time indeed! I never ſaw a livelier picture of the 
ſtate. of people” s minds in the day. of judgment, 
according to their refpective conditions. Tit 
avuful diſpenſation laſted but few weeks: but the 
miniſtration of the word is ſtill lively and power- 
ful; and freſh awakenings take place, though nat | 
ſo numerous as at firſt. Perhaps it will not be 
known till the judgment-day, Be many of theſe 


new converts are actually brought into a ſtate of 


ſalvation z nor 30 they are: but hitherto, we 
have every Traſon to be thankful for the good pro- 
feſſion they continue to make. Among ſo many, 
there muſt. be a great variety; and we may have 
better hopes of ſome than others: but hitherto, 
none have « turned away from feeding beſides the : 
« Shepherd's tent.” 

As to the further ſpread. of the work—the pro 
| ſp ect in our country, in general, is very pleafing, 


I In Carnarvon-ſhire and Anglefey, congregations 


are very numeraus, and very large. Thouſands 
| Hock together at the found of the goſpel-trumpet, 
and hear with great earneſtneſs and attention. 
 Awakenings alſo are frequent. But as to any extra- 
ordinary out-pouring of the Spirit, there is none 


at preſent but in two e beſides this neighhbour- 


hood 3, 


— „% —— 
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le has indeed already done great things in this 
principality. Within theſe kity years there have 
been ve or fix very great awakenings. A land of 
darkneſs, and of the ſhadow of death, hath ſeen 
great light. But O may we live to ſee ſtil greater 
: ron Tour ſaying, © that a ſimilar revival took 


E- $4 +] | 
hoad 3 and, in thoſe places, it does not carry with 
it the ſtrong marks of power irreſiſtible, and con- 


vincing demonſtration, which has attended it here, 
Tze report of what was going on here, has awak⸗ 


ened the attention of all the country; and filled 


the churches every where with a ſpirit of thankſ- 


giving and prayer. I have hardly a doubt but it 


will ſpread: the beginning was ſo glorious, that I 
cannot ſuppoſe hut it precedes great things. The 


churches every where are, if I may ſo ſay, in la- 


bour ; and I cannot but expect that a man-child 
is to be born.” They are prepared; they are pray- 


ing; they are waiting and longing for his coming ! 5 


ce place in your country, about fifty years ago,” en- 


kindled a ſpirit of prayer in me for the return of 
your Jubilee. I am perſuaded, that unleſs we are fa- 


voured with frequent revivals, and a ſtrong power- 


ful work of the Spirit of God, we ſhall, in a great 
degree, degenerate, and have only a “ name to 


<« live.” Religion will looſe its vigour; the mini- 
{try will hardly retain its luſtre and glory; and 
iniquity will of conſequence abound. I am 
from ſuppoſing this to be the caſe in your country: 


1 am only ſpeaking of the thing itſelf. Scotland, 


1 know, has, in ages paſt, been a moſt highly fan 2 


vouted country : I hope it ſtill continues ſo; but I 
am perfectly ignorant * the preſent ſtate of religion 6 
in it. May the good Lord haſten the bleſſed time 


when the kingdoms of the world ſhall become the 


kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chriſt !—I beg 
my love to all Chriſtian friends with you; Ibeg an 


intereſt 


Intereſt in all your ee Bleffed be God that 
T have an Advocate with the Father! He fees, com- 
miſerates, and can ſuccour and relieve as neceſfity 
requires. From this joyful conſideration alone 
proceeds my reſolution and courage togo on. Tou 
may well ſuppoſe, that whilſt-God is amongſt us, 
Satan is not aſtgep. He is alive, and going about 

with his e 359 mas 3 eo In the 
church, or out urc is al 

_ fome miſchief. I would wiſh to be ebf ok 

go his motions and machinations. Sl 

mY ſhall bruiſe Satan under our feet 
Feri unworthy companion in the 
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